Sample Letter for Family Reunification Lobby Campaign
Re: Family Reunification for Migrant Workers
Dear Deputy [Surname],
I am writing to you as your constituent and as a migrant worker living in [town/local area]. I am asking for your support in reforming Ireland's family reunification rules for migrant workers in Ireland.
I came to Ireland to work, contribute, and build a future. Like many migrant workers, I pay taxes, support essential services, and am proud to be part of my local community. Yet despite the life I am building here, I am prevented from living with the people who matter most to me: my family.
My Story
I would like to share my experience with you.
[USE THIS SPACE TO TELL YOUR STORY IN YOUR OWN WORDS]
You may wish to include:
· What work you do in Ireland and how long you have lived here.
· How you contribute to your workplace, community, church, sports club, school, or local organisations.
· Who you are separated from (spouse, partner, children, parents).
· How long you have been apart.
· The emotional impact on you and your family.
· The financial burden of maintaining two households.
· Why being reunited would make a difference to your life and future in Ireland.
For example:
"I work as a healthcare assistant and have lived in this community for two years. I care for older people every day and have built friendships and connections locally. Yet I have not held my daughter in three years. She was four when I left; she is now seven. I watch her grow up through a phone screen. While I work and pay taxes in Ireland, I am missing irreplaceable moments of her childhood."
Why Change Is Needed
The current family reunification rules create unnecessary barriers for workers who are already contributing to Irish society.
General Employment Permit holders must wait at least 12 months before they can even apply for family reunification. After that, they face lengthy processing times and income requirements that many workers can never realistically meet.
These rules force families to remain separated for years. They leave parents without children, spouses without partners, and workers without the support networks that help people settle, integrate, and thrive.
Family life should not be a privilege available only to higher earners. Workers who contribute to Ireland should have a fair opportunity to live with their immediate family.
What I Am Asking You To Do
I am asking you to support two practical reforms:
· Remove the mandatory 12-month waiting period before workers can apply for family reunification.
· Remove restrictive income thresholds and individual-only income calculations that prevent lower-paid workers from reuniting with their families.
As my local TD, I am asking you to raise this issue directly with the Minister for Justice and to support reforms that allow migrant workers to live with their spouses and children.
I would appreciate a response outlining your position on these proposals and any actions you are willing to take on behalf of affected families.
Thank you for your time, consideration, and representation of our community.
Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]

