Families Belong Together
Telephone Lobby Call Script
This script is a guide, not a set of lines to memorise. Read it over beforehand, fill in the bracketed sections with your own details, and speak naturally. Nobody can tell your story better than you can.
Before You Dial
1. Have your own details ready: your name, where you live, your job, and how long you've lived in Ireland.
1. Know your ask: abolish the 12-month waiting period and remove the income thresholds for family reunification.
1. Have a pen ready to note down the TD's response.
1. If you get voicemail, that's fine — a short version of this script is included at the end.
1. Getting Through
When the office answers, ask to speak with the TD directly, or the staff member who deals with constituency and justice matters:
"Hello, my name is [Your Name]. I'm a constituent in [Your Town/Area]. I'm calling about Ireland's family reunification rules — is Deputy [Surname] available, or could I speak with whoever handles this in the office?"
2. Introduce Yourself
Keep this brief — just enough for them to place who you are:
"My name is [Your Name]. I live in [Your Town/Area] and I work as a [Your Job]. I've been living in Ireland for [Length of Time]."
3. Tell Your Story
This is the most important part of the call. Spend most of your time here. Speak from your own experience — you don't need to be an expert on immigration law.
You may want to mention:
1. Who you are separated from — a spouse, partner, children, or parents.
1. How long you have been apart.
1. How the separation affects you and your family — emotionally, and day to day.
1. The cost of maintaining two households.
1. How you contribute to Ireland — through your work, taxes, and your community.
1. How being reunited with your family would help you settle and contribute even more.
Example: "I work as a healthcare assistant and I've lived in this community for two years. I care for older people every day and I've built friendships here. But I haven't held my daughter in three years. She was four when I left — she's seven now. We speak on video calls every night, but I'm missing irreplaceable years of her life."
Your turn — write out your own version below, or use it as a guide while speaking:
"[USE THIS SPACE TO TELL YOUR OWN STORY IN YOUR OWN WORDS]"
4. Explain Why Change Is Needed
If it feels useful, you can add a short line on why the rules themselves are the problem:
"The current rules mean workers like me must wait at least 12 months before we can even apply, and then face income thresholds that many of us can never meet. Family life shouldn't only be available to higher earners — workers who contribute to Ireland deserve a fair chance to live with their families."
5. Make the Ask
End clearly and directly, with a specific request:
"Will you contact the Minister for Justice and ask him to abolish the 12-month waiting period and remove the income thresholds for family reunification?"
Wait for their answer. If they're not sure, ask when you might get a response, and if they can put their position in writing.
6. Close the Call
"Thank you very much for your time, Deputy [Surname]. Family reunification means a great deal to me and to many workers in [Your Town/Area]. I really appreciate you listening."
After you hang up, note down:
1. What the TD or staff member said
1. Any commitment made
1. Any follow-up promised (e.g. writing to the Minister, replying in writing)
If You Reach Voicemail
"Hello, my name is [Your Name], a constituent in [Your Town/Area]. I'm calling to ask Deputy [Surname] to support family reunification reform for migrant workers — specifically, to abolish the 12-month waiting period and remove income thresholds, and to raise this with the Minister for Justice. I've been separated from [family member(s)] for [length of time], and this change would make a real difference to my family. I'd appreciate a call back, and thank you for your time."
A Reminder
If you feel nervous, that's completely normal. You don't need to have all the answers — be honest, be yourself, and speak from your own experience. Every call helps build the case for change.
Finally: Please forward details of your call and the response to dave@mrci.ie
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