Lobbying Guidelines for Campaign Participants
Why We Are Meeting TDs
We are asking TDs to support two simple changes to Ireland's family reunification rules:
1. Abolish the 12-month waiting period before many migrant workers can apply for family reunification.
2. Remove income thresholds that prevent lower-paid workers from reuniting with their families.
Our goal is to secure a commitment from TDs to contact the Minister for Justice and support these reforms.
Your Story Is the Most Important Part
Politicians hear statistics every day. What they remember are personal stories. You do not need to be an expert on immigration law. The most powerful thing you can do is explain:
· Who you are
· What work you do in Ireland
· How long you have lived here
· Who is separated from you
· How family separation affects you and your loved ones
· Why family reunification matters

Try to be specific. Instead of saying: "It is difficult being apart from my family."
Say: "I have not seen my wife and two children for three years. My youngest child was four when I left and is now seven. We speak on video calls every night, but I am missing important years of their lives."
Personal stories help TDs understand the human impact of current policies.
During the Meeting
Introduce Yourself
Briefly explain:
· Your name
· Where you live
· Your occupation
· How long you have been in Ireland

Tell Your Story
Spend most of your time explaining your personal experience. Consider:
· How separation affects your mental health and wellbeing
· The impact on your children
· The financial cost of maintaining two households
· The contribution you make to Ireland through your work and taxes
· Why being reunited with your family would help you settle and contribute more fully

Make the Ask
At the end of your story, ask the TD: "Will you contact the Minister for Justice and ask him to abolish the 12-month waiting period and remove the income thresholds for family reunification?"
Try to get a clear answer and document it. A postcard will be supplied.
Key Messages
· Families belong together.
· Migrant workers contribute to Ireland's economy and communities.
· Family separation causes unnecessary hardship.
· Family reunification supports integration, stability and wellbeing.
· Our children need their parents just as much as other children
· Workers should not be forced to choose between providing for their families and living with their families.

If You Feel Nervous. That is completely normal. You are not expected to have all the answers. Speak honestly and from your own experience. Be respectful, calm and confident. Remember: Nobody can tell your story better than you can. Your lived experience is the reason we are lobbying. The MRCI will supply lobby teams with 
Before You Leave
Make sure someone in your group records:
· The TD's response
· Any commitments made
· Any follow-up promised
· 
Every conversation helps build support for change.
Families Belong Together
Every worker deserves the opportunity to live with their family.
