Vietims of human trafficking
should be offered immigration
protections that encourage
them to come forward and
seek help, a number of mi-
grants have said.

To mark EU Anti Traffick-
ing Day, mn non-govern-
mental tions (NGOs)
Mw:cﬂed for ific laws to
be included in the -farthmming
Criminal Justice (Sexual Of-
fences and Human Traffick-
ing) Bill 2023.

“Many traffickers use
threats of arrest and deporta-
tion to control their victims,”
they said in an open letter to
Minister for Justice Helen
McEntee.

“Therefore, the provision of
immigration permission is crit-
ical, encouraging more people
to come forward and enabling
access to services.”

Ireland has had a poor inter-

national record on human traf-
ficking, which the Department
of Foreign Affairs defines as oc-
curring when someone 1s ex-
ploited after being “recruited,
transported, transferred, har-
boured or received”™ and
“threatened, forced or coerced
in some way, through abduc-
tion, fraud, deception, the
abuse of power or of a position
of vulnerability or through the
giving or receiving of pay-
ments”,

A report sent to the United
Nanons last month by the Irish
Human Rights and E uality
Commission noted a “chronic
deficiency” indea

msue as well as

ow”™ prosecution levels,
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Earlier this year Ireland ﬂ

once again found itself in “tier

two” ot'the US State Depart-

ment’s 2023 Trafﬁckingml’er-
somreport. 4

- During 2022, five chlldren
were among 42 cases formally
recorded by the Department
of Justice, a figure which is
widely believe to understate
theissue. - -

Hmevgr, changes in law
that would provide status as-
surances to trafficking victims,
helping them idemify them-
selves and receive services,
could shed greater light on the

problem.

‘ ‘ A person can
- beina
completely normal
situation workwise
and suddenly...
they don’t have
control anymore

The open letter, calling for
immigration permission, was
signed by the Migrant Rights
Centre Ireland (MCRI); Immi-
grant Council of Ireland; Act to
Prevent Trafficking; Doras; Ru-
hama; the International Trans-
port Workers’ Federation; and
AkiDwA. They point out there
have been just two criminal
convictions in Ireland for the
crime of human trafficking
and note the national rappor-
teur on the trafficking of hu-

man beings has also recom-
mended the inclusion of immi-

ling with the gration permission for victims
“exceedingly

in primary legislation.
The nawure lnd profile of

WL T ¥ hﬁ‘*'&'#‘:

t: I’ I;'_

T S e ;

?ir ki :iﬁct e rogress
ans
cx RB bétge Euro-

' ,'j ssion last Decem-

beruid? afficking was a core
organ 1 crime actiwty and
“is set m mnain a threat for
the foreseeable future”. It

 that in some European
iber states, including Ire-
land, trafficking victims from
non-EU countriescan be
forced to work in places such
as nail salons or cannabis
farms to pay their debts,
A spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Justice said a provi-

sionunder the forthcoming leg-
islation would prevent anyone
identified as avictlm of ick~
ing, or who has ap lled tobe




Asian worker Joe
was promised good

money, only to be
ruthlessly exploited

o 1

As with so many victims of
human trafficking, Joe quickly
found the reality of his job in
rural Ireland to be very differ-
ent from what he had been
promised. Despite paying
money upfront, he soon

learned that he owed considera- |

bly more and earned less,

Joe is using an alias to tell his
story given the sensitivities
around his situation, and much
of the detail cannot be report-
ed. However, after months of
exploitation, manipulation and
coercive control, he found a

way out with the help of the
Migrants Rights Centre Ireland

(MRCI). So many others, he

 he offers

Case study ‘He was expectedto |
treat the employer like a master

i

return to his home country in-

. Asia, but was told that he could
- not do so until he had paid off

li his debt.

. “Hehad no friends, and the

. employer continued to make a
- promise that ‘if you pay upall

. thedebt then I will help youto
storyas anexampleofhope. | bring your family here'. [He
While he was working | '

L;ggllilgélue v.;as tiechto a | ‘ ‘ JOC Was very
Cllic eémployer, He was | e [-f“

promised good money and _ fea I of
assistance to bring his family whether he had the
over to join him. However, his | righ[ to live here

debt continued to grow, and he

was paid a tiny wage for | and work here

undertaking the most difficult

labour in his place of work, |

over more days and hours than | told himjdon't think too much
his colleagues. and keep working and every-

“When he came here, the thing will be fine,” says the

employersaid, “Thesevento | interpreter. :

eight hours [working day}is for I “ltwas very, very difficult
other people, for Irish people, | because his employertreated
not for you',” his interpreter him like a slave, and he was
says. expected to treat the employer /

At one point, Joe decided to like a master.”
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= Joe (not his real name) was

' told he could not return to his

' homeland in Asia until he had
. paid off his debt. PHOTOGRAPH
- DARA MAC DONAILL

f

- Overtime, as well asdebt

- mounting, the work conditions

- disimproved. Realising that

' there was something badly

' wrong with his situation, Joe

" decided to seek the helpof

- MRCI and managed to escape

~ his employer while protecting

" his working rights.

. Thismoveinitselfwas

- stressful, as Joe’s employer had

| threatened to cancel his work
permission and, by extension,

* hisability tostay in Ireland. As

. with many other victims of

trafficking, this was another

source of anxiety, “He was very
fearful of whether he had the

ight to live here and work here
when he came out to look for
help,” says the interpreter.
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